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https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/03/16/816707182/map-tracking-the-spread-of-the-coronavirus-in-the-u-s

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/03/16/816707182/map-tracking-the-spread-of-the-coronavirus-in-the-u-s


At the orchard she works at, all workers are required 
to wear masks, which could be problematic because 
of the summer heat.
“My mom told me to start wearing [a mask] already 
this past month just so I could practice and get the 
hang of having a mask on, because it is very difficult,” 
she said.
Regis said it is hard to wear a mask at room 
temperature, and even harder to wear one when it is 
90 degrees outside.
Heim said he was also concerned about adding 
another layer to the already difficult jobs farm-
workers have.
“They have to keep themselves safe from other 
threats as well,” he said.
He said farm-workers also have to worry about 
heatstroke, staying hydrated and working 12-hour 
shifts a day.
“It exacerbates all the effort it takes to harvest these 
crops by adding another factor, which is COVID-19,” he 
said.

https://dailyevergreen.com/81108/news/farm-workers-describe-struggles-during-covid-19/


"I wish the American public could 
appreciate that the agricultural 
community, that workforce, is continuing 
to work, putting themselves out in an 
environment by just being out of the home 
where they have a higher likelihood of 
having an exposure," Kohl says.
Because of that likelihood, hundreds of 
farmworkers went on strike for weeks this 
spring at seven of Yakima's fruit packing 
facilities, demanding protective supplies 
like masks, gloves, disinfectant and plastic 
dividers between workers. They also 
demanded a $2 per hour increase in to 
their $13.50 an hour pay, to make up for 
lost income and rising expenses.

https://www.npr.org/2020/06/13/875389223/during-pandemic-farmworkers-kept-their-jobs-and-raised-risk-of-infection


Challenging Times However, DeSantis also attributed the new cases to 
farm workers or long-term care facilities.
“I think the No. 1 outbreak we’ve seen is in the 
agriculture communities,” he said. “There was just a 
big case dump in North Central Florida there was a 
watermelon farm. You’ve had farm communities in 
Collier, Palm Beach, Martin, Levy, Hendry, and what 
happens is these are workers that are working close 
together once one gets it, it tends to spread very 
rapidly throughout those areas.”
DeSantis said the state is concerned about farm 
workers who begin to leave around this time of year 
for work in other states.
“We’re talking with some of the other states to let 
them know,” he said. “We also have our Department 
of Health is working with our agriculture, our growers 
to mitigate any of the spread.”

https://www.clickorlando.com/news/local/2020/06/12/florida-governor-attributes-increase-in-coronavirus-infections-to-farm-workers-long-term-care-facilities/


• One farm in Tennessee distributed Covid-19 tests to all of its workers after an employee 
came down with the virus. It turned out that every single one of its roughly 200 employees 
had been infected.

• In New Jersey, more than 50 workers had the virus at a farm in Gloucester County, adding 
to nearly 60 who fell ill in neighboring Salem County. Washington state’s Yakima County, an 
agricultural area that produces apples, cherries, pears and most of the nation’s hops, has 
the highest per capita infection rate of any county on the West Coast.

• The outbreaks underscore the latest pandemic threat to food supply: Farm workers are 
getting sick and spreading the illness just as the U.S. heads into the peak of the summer 
produce season. In all likelihood, the cases will keep climbing as more than half a million 
seasonal employees crowd onto buses to move among farms across the country and get 
housed together in cramped bunkhouse-style dormitories.

https://fortune.com/2020/05/29/farm-workers-test-positive-coronavirus-covid-19-tennessee/
https://newschannel9.com/news/local/rhea-co-farm-leader-says-all-of-their-nearly-200-employees-have-virus-only-3-symptomatic
https://www.njspotlight.com/2020/05/more-migrant-workers-test-positive-for-covid-19-this-time-in-gloucester-county/


• The Washington Post: Migrant farmworkers, 
many coronavirus positive, move north from 
Florida to other states
Link - Advocacy groups say migrant 
farmworkers are especially vulnerable to 
coronavirus due to their cramped living and 
working conditions.

Gainesville Sun: 76 Alachua County farm 
workers test positive for COVID-19
Link - 76 new Alachua County COVID-19 cases 
are connected to workers at an area farm.

https://agri-pulse.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5a0aaec713d79bbd5f7ec87c&id=d47ccf705e&e=6920b9c1f3
https://agri-pulse.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5a0aaec713d79bbd5f7ec87c&id=58d20506b7&e=6920b9c1f3


https://newschannel9.com/news/local/rhea-co-farm-leader-says-all-of-their-nearly-200-employees-have-virus-only-3-symptomatic


Coronavirus outbreaks 
among farm workers are 
popping up in rural 
communities across the 
country, sparking fears 
within the agriculture 
industry that cases will 
skyrocket as harvest 
season stretches into 
summer.
In the coming weeks, 
more crews will be sent 
into fields to pick, pack 
and ship ripening crops. 
About a quarter of the 2.5 
million-person workforce 
follows the harvest into 
other regions, bringing 
concerns that migratory 
workers could spread the 
disease to more farms and 
states.

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/09/farm-workers-coronavirus-309897


Like meatpacking plant employees, farm workers have been 
deemed essential for their role in the nation’s food supply. 
But the federal government has not made safety rules 
mandatory, leaving it to farmers’ discretion whether to enact 
any safety measures at all.

Advocates for the low-income, mostly immigrant workforce 
say not enough farming operations have taken steps to 
protect workers, warning that pickers of the nation’s fruits 
and vegetables could trigger Covid-19 contagions in new 
places just as they are reopening their economies.

“It’s very concerning given that there have been several 
outbreaks at farm labor camps this early in the season in 
North Carolina,” said Lori Johnson, managing attorney of 
the Farmworker Unit of Legal Aid of North Carolina.

Farm industry groups insist they are capable of keeping 
workers safe, noting that many farms have rebuilt workers’ 
housing to provide more separation among sleeping 
laborers. Many have also added hand-washing stations and 
mask requirements.

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/09/farm-workers-coronavirus-309897


Carissa Purnell, director of the Alisal Family Resource Center, said 
her organization delivers weekly supplies to farmworkers during 
their lunch breaks, offering free food, wipes and hand sanitizer, 
because many can’t afford such items or are too busy working to 
buy them when they’re in stock.
“A lot of people don’t understand what it’s like,” she said, 
describing situations in which multiple families squeeze into a 
single house. “It just breeds the spreading of the virus. There’s no 
way for it to not be passed around.”



Associated Press: Meatpacking Rebounds but High 

Prices and Backlogs to Persist

Link - Meat production has rebounded from its low point 

during the coronavirus pandemic when dozens of plants 

were closed, but experts say consumer prices are likely to 

remain high and it will take months to work through a 

backlog of millions of pigs and cattle, creating headaches 

for producers.

https://apnews.com/7cc88f4efe5d162fdba6a9f275a60dff
https://agri-pulse.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5a0aaec713d79bbd5f7ec87c&id=f2b15f4bb8&e=6920b9c1f3


Associated Press: Meatpacking Rebounds but High 

Prices and Backlogs to Persist

Link - Meat production has rebounded from its low point 

during the coronavirus pandemic when dozens of plants 

were closed, but experts say consumer prices are likely to 

remain high and it will take months to work through a 

backlog of millions of pigs and cattle, creating headaches 

for producers.

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Meat production has rebounded 
from its low point during the coronavirus pandemic 
when dozens of plants were closed, but experts say 
consumer prices are likely to remain high and it will 
take months to work through a backlog of millions of 
pigs and cattle, creating headaches for producers.
Earlier this week, beef, pork and poultry plants were 
operating at more than 95% of last year’s levels, which 
was up from about 60% in April at the height of plant 
closures and slowdowns, according to the U.S. 
Agriculture Department. That increased production 
came as companies took steps to protect workers, such 
as adding plastic partitions between work stations and 
staggering shifts, that are essential but could slow 
down the work. The safety measures and bonuses to 
incentivize workers have increased costs.

Mike Drinnin, who owns feedlots in Nebraska, said everyone 
involved in raising and feeding cattle felt the squeeze when so 
many beef and pork processing plants were idled, because 
fewer cattle were being bought by processors. More cattle are 
remaining in pastures and feedlots longer than normal while 
ranchers try to slow their growth rate to give themselves more 
flexibility.
“It’s been a long, long, hard haul here since March and all this 
kind of started,” said Drinnin, who serves on the board of the 
Nebraska Cattlemen trade group. “It’s just been quite the 
struggle for everybody.”
Pig farmers have been hit especially hard by the backlog 
because of the tight capacity on their farms. It has led some 
to euthanize pigs to create space in their barns.
“As farmers we’re always trying to plan for the future, and it’s 
just impossible right now,” said Mike Paustian, the president of 
the Iowa Pork Producers Association. “The only thing that’s 
certain is that this problem is not going to go away anytime 
soon.”
Largely because poultry plants are more automated, they 
didn’t see as many virus outbreaks and closures, with 
production only falling about 5%, Sawyer said. The plants that 
did close temporarily were also smaller than some of the beef 
and pork plants that closed.

https://apnews.com/7cc88f4efe5d162fdba6a9f275a60dff

https://agri-pulse.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5a0aaec713d79bbd5f7ec87c&id=f2b15f4bb8&e=6920b9c1f3
https://apnews.com/a2e4f0cd7f0675271e9771015f31efea
https://apnews.com/7cc88f4efe5d162fdba6a9f275a60dff


By David McLaughlin
The Justice Department is formally demanding 
information from the country’s four biggest 
meatpackers over potential antitrust violations, 
according to a person familiar with the matter, 
deepening scrutiny of an industry that’s been 
riled by shutdowns due to the coronavirus.
The department’s antitrust division sent civil 
investigative demands, which are akin to 
subpoenas, to the companies and is talking with 
state attorneys general about the probe after a 
group of states called for an investigation, said 
the person, who declined to be named because 
the inquiry is confidential.
Meatpacking is highly consolidated with four 
companies -- Tyson Foods Inc., JBS SA, Cargill 
Inc. and National Beef Inc. -- controlling more 
than 80% of the U.S. beef processing market. 
Their dominance has sparked longstanding 
concerns about their pricing power over 
livestock suppliers. The companies didn’t 
immediately respond to requests for comment.

https://www.beefmagazine.com/regulatory/doj-subpoenas-meatpackers


https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/chart-gallery/gallery/chart-detail/?chartId=98569




• https://www.ams.u
sda.gov/services/loc
al-regional/food-
directories-update

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/local-regional/food-directories-update


https://www.ams.usda.gov/local-food-directories/onfarm

https://www.ams.usda.gov/local-food-directories/onfarm


http://www.eatwild.com/products/index.html

http://www.eatwild.com/products/index.html


https://origin-
www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/p
ortal/fsis/topics/inspectio
n/mpi-directory

https://origin-www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/inspection/mpi-directory


https://www.provisioneronline.com/20
17-top-100-meat-and-poultry-
processors

https://www.provisioneronline.com/2017-top-100-meat-and-poultry-processors


https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/news/bran
d-new-see-americas-factory-farms-mapped-out

https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/news/brand-new-see-americas-factory-farms-mapped-out




• Reaching out to farms and agribusinesses. 

• Establishing survey processes for new workers, application packages

• Ensuring you have resources that are helpful for them and their workers. 
(possible zoom training on worker health, safety resources) We still have 
our COVID-19 bags if they are helpful. 

• Using Social Media and providing high quality programming during these 
times online- not just use this and work alone but programs where you are 
reaching out face to face online with workers, families, and youth.

• Mailing to specific areas information about the program. Working with 
USPS to target certain apartments, or housing, or businesses. 





• https://www.usf
armdata.com/far
m-search

https://www.usfarmdata.com/farm-search


• Make sure all of your families 
and youth are well served. 

• Servicing is just as important as 
recruiting

• Summer Services in your total 
count

• Use recruiters to assist with 
those services as needed





• Need a refresher?

• We have 7 mini quizzes 
that recruiters can take 
and check their 
understanding of 
various eligibility 
scenarios. 

https://www.idr-consortium.net/MiniQuizzes.html

